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Lessons: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 Last week, I received a text from a church member here, with a photograph of a coffee mug 
with the following inscription: “Pastor—WARNING—Anything you say or do could be used in a 
sermon.” The church member asked if this were true and I said that of course it is true. Well, my story 
today is from a church member from another church, about her grandson. He was at an age when he 
was questioning almost everything, especially his parents’ authority. It got to the point that his mother 
would answer his unending questions with the words: “Because I am in charge.” In her mind that was 
the end of the argument. I suspect there are some mothers and fathers in church today who have used 
the same words: “Because I am in charge.” That settles it. 
 Well that grandson went to church and his parents liked to ask him what he learned in church, 
so on one particular Sunday, he seemed especially eager to share what he had learned at church that 
day with his mother. She asked him, “What did you learn in church today?” and he was ready with his 
response: “I learned that God is in charge!” 
 Today is the final Sunday in the church calendar. It is called Christ the King Sunday or the 
Reign of Christ Sunday. It is the Sunday when we celebrate the reign or sovereignty of Christ. It is the 
day when we remember especially that God is in charge. While others may try to claim our allegiance, 
Jesus is our ultimate authority. This observance started in 1925, when Pope Pius XI, in response to 
increasing nationalism and secularism, and recognizing how easy it is for us to give our allegiance to 
that which is not God, proclaimed the centrality of Jesus Christ. God is in charge. We Protestants 
joined in this tradition in more recent days.  
 In celebrating this day, I will admit having some trouble with Christ the King Sunday. Most 
of us have not grown up under a monarchy. We’ve not experienced kings firsthand, although I did get 
to see the Prince of Wales once when I lived in Scotland. We are not really acquainted with kings. 
What we know of kings is that they are strong and sometimes ruthless. The Game of Thrones series 
on TV was incredibly violent as various rulers attempted to gain and keep power. More often than 
not, that has been our understanding of what it is to be king, what it means to be in charge. 
 However, Jesus offers a whole new understanding of power. This ruler is not ruthless in his 
attempts to hold on to power. This ruler offers a whole new understanding of power. Our lessons 
today suggest in powerful fashion, that God is to be found among the least, the lowliest, the forgotten, 
the outcast. God is like a shepherd who will care very specially for those weaker sheep. God will judge 
those fat sheep who have “pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals”1 with 
their horns. The bullies will discover that there is someone stronger who will hold them to account. 

God is also like a judge, who will separate the sheep and the goats, according to the service 
given to God in and through the lives of those who might be called the goats of our society. God 
doesn’t surround herself with the traditional trappings of power, instead God is to be found among 
the least of these—the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the one lacking clothes, the sick, those in 
prison. In serving the least of our sisters and brothers, we serve Jesus himself. The outcast and the 
lowly are Christ’s designated representatives on earth; in serving them, we serve God. Frankly there is 
a wonderful mixing up of identities. The sheep are those who go out to serve the goats and are not 
afraid to be tainted by those goats. In a way the goats finally are treated like sheep and those who run 
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around thinking of themselves as sheep find themselves labeled instead as goats. We are invited to be 
a sheep among the goats, to be servants among the outcast. 

That isn’t necessarily easy; It carries a cost. When you hang around with the less popular, with 
the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, you can get labeled, you can be found guilty by association. Yet 
remember that the righteous aren’t intimidated by the “aura of exclusion” that surrounds the needy. 
Maybe it is because they recognize that service is the essence of discipleship or maybe they just 
remember that Jesus himself was accused of being a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners. We are called to serve the least of our sisters and brothers, some of whom may be right 
here in our midst. Frankly, if you are considering serving someone but you aren’t sure if they qualify 
as being among the least, give them the benefit of the doubt. Serve God by serving them.   

A number of years ago, our Presbyterian General Assembly invited the church to follow Jesus’ 
teachings in Matthew 25 by becoming active disciples and making a difference in our communities 
and the world. As part of the Matthew 25 commitment, churches and presbyteries pledge to embrace 
one or more of three areas of focus: Building congregational vitality; Dismantling structural racism; 
Eradicating systemic poverty. Maybe today is the day for us to recognize more fully the presence of 
Jesus in the least of these who surround us. I love the way that Calvary continues to be concerned 
about the neighborhood, even though many of our members have moved out of the neighborhood. 
Our new commitment with Friendship House really grows out of an understanding that Jesus is 
present among those we serve. We are also called to dismantle structural racism that is altogether too 
present in the church and the world. When we proclaim that black lives matter, we actually are 
following the example of Jesus. As one friend wrote me: “Instead of saying all lives matter, Jesus said, 
“Samaritan lives matter.” Instead of saying all lives matter, Jesus said, “children’s lives matter.” Instead 
of saying all lives matter, Jesus said, “Gentile lives matter.” Instead of saying all lives matter, Jesus said, 
“Leper’s lives matter.” You get the point. Even though Jesus absolutely loves everyone, he went out 
of his way intentionally to help and support specific groups of people—the alienated, the mistreated, 
those facing injustice: the least of these. The hard work of dismantling a system that benefits some of 
us is part of celebrating the rule of Jesus Christ.  

Today is our day to recommit ourselves as followers of Jesus. As Jill Duffield writes, “This 
Sunday is the day to remember in all seasons: Jesus is Lord of all. But his rule is marked not by might 
but by tenderness, not with status but with service, not with control but with compassion. The 
antithesis to our worldly ways and desires is stark, perhaps especially now in the wake of such a 
contentious election season.  

“Humility. Kindness. Healing. Feeding. Tending. Visiting. Justice. These are the markers of 
the reign of God. These are the traits we exhibit in the world when we follow Jesus Christ.”2 Maybe 
when we all are asked what we learned in church today, we all could answer with that grandson: God’s 
in charge. 

 
Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, help us to recognize your presence in and among the faces of need that 
surround us. Give us the courage to serve you in serving them. We pray to your honor and glory.  
Amen.            
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