Easter
April 4, 2021

Welcome to Calvary! In our “virtual” service, we invite you to sing, pray, and dance in whatever way the
Spirit might move you this morning. You'll notice there are things printed in BOLD throughout the
bulletin. Those are your parts. We invite you to lift your voices with us in prayer and praise.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CENTERING MOMENT

Jesus Christ is Risen Today

We use this time to center ourselves in worship.
The lighting of the candles symbolizes God’s presence among us.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Early in the morning light,
the women went to Jesus’ tomb.
The tomb was empty, the stone rolled away,
for God’s love is stronger than death itself.
Let us join our voices with Mary Magdalene:
“We have seen the Lord!”
Easter people, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
*HYMN

Jesus Christ is Risen Today!

Blue #123

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as God's love; Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, you raised Christ from the tomb
and shattered the powers of sin and evil.
Raise us from the tombs of our sin, O Lord,
and bring us to new life in you.
You bring us good news of Easter joy.
Forgive us when we cannot hear it.
You send us out to share your love.
Forgive us when we cannot carry it.
You cast a vision for peace and justice.
Forgive us when we cannot imagine it.
Forgive us when we stand in its way.
For you are the God of the empty tomb,
the one who makes all things new.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)
Living God, with joy we celebrate
the presence of your risen Word.
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit
so that we may proclaim the good news
of eternal and abundant life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

Isaiah 25:6-9

The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 16:1-8

The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Continue the Story”

A TIME OF REFLECTION

The Strife is O’er

INTERCESSORY PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Feel free to pray in any version or language you like.)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Tom Speers

*HYMN

The Day of Resurrection

1 The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness,
The Passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
From this world unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over
With hymns of victory.
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2 Our hearts be pure from evil,
That we may see aright
The Lord in rays eternal
Of resurrection light;
And listening to His accents,
May hear, so calm and plain,
His own “All hail!” and, hearing,
May raise the victor strain.

3 Now let the heavens be joyful,
Let earth the song begin,
Let the round world keep triumph,
And all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord is risen,
Our joy that hath no end.
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
POSTLUDE

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Make a point of reaching out to other members of the church, and to your friends,
to share the peace of Christ during this time when we must be physically apart.
The building may be closed, but the church is still active. We encourage you to send
your offering to the church. You can now make gifts online.
Visit our website, or use your cell phone to scan this barcode to make a gift.

Leading the Service
The Rev. Thomas G. Speers, III, Pastor
Julie Hall Katz, Music Director
Barbara Cronin, Organist
Dick Stuhrke, Trumpeter
Elder Ken Jones, Reader

Today our special offering is in support of One Great Hour of Sharing

