
Calvary Presbyterian Church 
“We Do Not Lose Heart” 

Thomas G. Speers, III 
Ordinary 10—June 6, 2021 

 
Lessons: Psalm 138:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1. 
 
 “So we do not lose heart.”  
 I have a small book of sermons preached by Harry Emerson Fosdick in Riverside Church in 
New York in the midst of the Second World War. The title of that book is: A Great Time To Be Alive—
Sermons on Christianity in Wartime. The first sermon in that book begins: “This certainly is a ghastly time 
to be alive.”1 In so many ways, of course, it was. We could say that about our own time today. For too 
many people, this has been a perfectly awful time to be alive. This is the first time in fifteen months 
that we have gathered together here in the church building. People we know and love have been 
affected by COVID and because of the pandemic, we haven’t been able to celebrate the lives of some 
of our best beloved who’ve died over these months. I gather that gun sales have skyrocketed during 
the pandemic and so it shouldn’t be much of a surprise that we have a continuing problem of gun 
violence. According to Bread for the World, “Nearly 15 percent of U.S. households — more than 40 
million Americans, including 12 million children — struggle to put food on the table. Here the 
measure of hunger is ‘food insecurity’ — an ongoing uncertainty of where the next meal will come 
from.”2 Children of immigrants have not yet been reunited with their parents and none of this begins 
to deal with the normal difficulties and challenges we face in our own daily living. It is an awful time 
to be alive.    
 However, in the spirit of Paul Harvey, I want to suggest today that this is not the whole story. 
Our current reality, ghastly as it may be, is not all there is to see. Paul the apostle wrote to the church 
in Corinth: “We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”3 In this difficult time, don’t just look at the 
outside reality. Look also at what cannot be seen. Remember what Antoine de Saint-Exupéry explained 
in The Little Prince: “What is essential is invisible to the eye.”4 Look at what God continues to do 
even in the midst of the brokenness and difficulty that surround us. The world may be perfectly ghastly, 
but we do not lose heart, because we serve a God who increases the strength of our souls. The same 
God who raised Jesus from the dead, is raising the likes of us.  

Part of the reason that I reread that book of sermons is that even though that was a ghastly 
time, even though the people living in that time found it particularly difficult, we now call that 
generation the greatest generation. From our perspective, we can see the ways that people rose to the 
challenges they faced and made the world a better place. This is a reminder for us that ghastly times 
are also times ripe with the opportunity to do great things. Fosdick, writing in the midst of the horrors 
of war, remembers Thomas Jefferson and the time that Jefferson lived. Jefferson thought it was an 
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awful time. “Those moral principles and conventional usages which have heretofore been the bond 
of civilized nations, …have given way to force, the law of Barbarians, and the nineteenth century 
dawns with the Vandalism of the fifth.” “Yet, looked at now in retrospect, what kind of generation 
was it in which Thomas Jefferson, George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Marshall and their 
colleagues lived? We glory in it! It offered them no ease; it demanded of them [something more], and 
rising to meet it, they made of it a great time.”5 Maybe these last months of hardship have also been 
the opportunity to build the peaceable kingdom. 

A number of years ago, Theodore Wardlaw, the president of Austin Seminary wrote to his 
community suggesting that in difficult times, “people of faith have an obligation to remember the 
essential ingredients that define us in our relationship with God and with one another. These 
ingredients include character, justice, love, and a holy memory of, and participation in, God’s 
engagement with the world from the very beginning. Above all else Christians need to hold before us 
that essential ingredient that makes life meaningful in all seasons, and that is hope. Now hope that is seen 
is not hope, Paul writes to the church in Rome. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience.  

“I encourage you [continues Wardlaw] in these days ahead (as in all our days), to practice with 
new vigor the vocation of hoping for, and working for, what we do not yet see: a vision of the creation 
as God sees it. Such a vision invites us to see each person – rich or poor, Republican or Democrat, 
gay or straight, black or brown or white, male or female, someone from the global North or someone 
from the global South – as a child of God. This vision also invites our nation to practice continually, 
at home and around the world, its particular stewardship for that noble value of “liberty and justice 
for all.”6 

This may be an awful time to be alive, but we know the rest of the story. This is also a time to 
stand tall and claim the promises of God. Over this last year, our earthly church building was not 
destroyed. It actually was cleaned up. We painted and polished and prepared for the day when we 
could be back together in person. No, it was not destroyed, but we discovered in a whole new way 
that we also have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Over 
this past year and three months we did not lose heart because we discovered that eternal home; we 
discovered anew that God is especially present when times are difficult. We discovered that God calls 
us to new greatness especially when the times are difficult.    

Even now, God is using us to share something of God’s grace in our hurting world. Providing 
a meal for Andrew’s Place will not end world hunger, but for a handful of people, they will enjoy a 
hot meal so that at least for that day, they won’t be hungry. Friendship House may not solve the 
problem of homelessness and need in Wilmington, but for two men living in our corner house and 
for others who are supported through the Boxwood Empowerment Center, their lives are a little easier. 
Our prayer group here won’t solve all the problems of our world, and truth be told, we’ve sometimes 
wondered if our prayers are heard, if they really matter, but for those of us who have been on the 
receiving end of those prayers, we know the strength we’ve found in being surrounded by faithful 
people. Knowing that others are praying for us can give the strength not to lose heart. Our outer 
nature may be wasting away, but our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 

The world is in a particularly difficult place. We all know that. That’s what everyone can see. 
But even if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Even in this broken world, God is about the work of renewal in 
ways and places that we can’t see. Even right now God calls us to be about that work of restoration, 
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of hoping and working for what we do not yet see: a vision of the creation as God sees it. So, do not 
lose heart; God has work for us to do. 
 
 
Let us pray: In our hurting world, O God, open our hearts to see what our eyes cannot: your 
resurrection power at work in the world, so that grace may extend to more and more people, increasing 
thanksgiving and all to your glory. Amen. 


