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A couple of years ago, before the pandemic, we were in San Francisco and I went to the early 
service at Grace Cathedral just up the street from our hotel. It is a beautiful church and the early 
service was in one of the side chapels, up front. There was something familiar about the man who was 
sitting in front of me, something familiar about his voice when we were singing and something familiar 
about the way he carried himself—I couldn’t see his face but gradually came to realize that it was 
Garrison Keillor. At the end of the service we walked out of the cathedral together and I thanked him 
for some of the stories he had shared across the years. He laughed and said I did not need to give him 
credit for all those stories, although of course I always will. One of my favorites is about his days as a 
child in school. “Morning and afternoon, school recessed and we took to the playground; everyone 
burst out the door except me.  Mrs. Meiers said, ‘Don’t run! Walk!’ I always walked.  I was in no hurry, 
I knew what was out there.  The girls played out front.  Little girls played tag and stoop-ball, hopscotch, 
skipped rope; big girls sat under the pine tree and whispered.  Some girls went to the swings.  Boys 
went out back and played baseball, except for some odd boys who lay around in the shade and fooled 
with jackknives and talked dirty.  I could go in the shade or stand by the backstop and wait to be 
chosen.  Daryl and David always chose up sides and always chose the same people first, the popular 
ones.  ‘Let somebody else be captain!’ Jim said once.  ‘How come you always get to choose?’ They just 
smiled.  They were captains, that was all there was to it.  After the popular ones got picked, we stood 
in a bunch looking down at the dirt, waiting to see if our rating had changed. They took their sweet 
time choosing us, we had plenty of time to study our shoes.  Mine were Keds, black, though white 
ones were more popular.  Mother said black wouldn’t show the dirt. She didn’t know how the wrong 
shoes could mark a person and raise questions in other people’s minds.... 

 “Nine boys to a side, four already chosen, ten positions left, and the captains look us over. 
They chose the popular ones fast...and now the choice is hard because we’re all so much the same: not 
so hot— and then they are down to their last grudging choices, a slow kid for catcher and someone to 
stick out in right field where nobody hits it, except maybe two guys, and when they come to bat the 
captain sends the poor right-fielder to left, a long ignominious walk.  They choose the last ones two 
at a time, ‘You and you,’ because it makes no difference, and the remaining kids, the scrubs, the excess, 
they deal for as handicaps (‘If I take him, then you gotta take him’).  Sometimes I go as high as sixth, 
usually lower.  Just once I’d like Daryl to pick me first.  ‘Him! I want him! The skinny kid with the 
glasses and the black shoes! You! Come on!’ But I’ve never been chosen with any enthusiasm.”1 

Do you remember that feeling, wishing that you’d get picked, yet knowing that as the skinny 
kid with glasses and black shoes, your chances were slim at best? Most of us along the way have 
experienced that feeling of being not so hot. In school, the popular ones tend to be the athletes, and so 
they get chosen first. They get all the attention and praise. In the world of business, it might be the 
people with the highest salaries who stand out. In communities, we are sometimes rated by the houses 
we live in, the cars we drive, the friends we keep. Successful people are the ones we raise up as 
examples for the rest of us to follow. This culture of success is also found in churches. This was an 
attitude that was found in the church Paul started in Corinth. He founded that church, but then he 
went on his way to start other Christian communities, and new leaders appeared in Corinth. They were 
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pretty successful and they began to question Paul’s authority, attacking him on the grounds that he 
was not exhibiting the kinds of powers that an apostle ought to be exhibiting. He hadn’t accomplished 
great deeds; he hadn’t received special spiritual experiences; he hadn’t performed any miracles. If he 
had, he would surely boast about them. The new leaders were trying to say to the Corinthians, “We’re 
successful and we’ll take you places; don’t bother following Paul; he’s a bit of a loser.” 

Paul responds to these “super-Apostles” by refusing to play their game. He refuses to boast 
about his successes, his accomplishments, and instead he boasts about his weaknesses, which time and 
again have been an opportunity for God to show God’s strength. Paul boasts not about his own 
strength, but rather about God’s strength. “When I am weak, then I am strong. God’s grace is 
sufficient for me.” 

This is an important word for us today. Look at Calvary Church. Compared to other churches 
we are small. We don’t have tons of money. Our membership is getting older. We can focus on all 
that is less than it might be, or we can focus instead on the abundance of God. By the world’s standards, 
we may look weak, but precisely here, we are strong, because God’s grace is sufficient for us. You 
don't need to be the star athlete or the chief executive officer. God can use you and give you everything 
you need to be a faithful disciple. 

Of course, it won’t always be easy. Jesus goes home in our gospel passage today and he is 
rejected there. That rejection sets up the sending of the disciples. Like Jesus they too will face rejection; 
not everyone will welcome them. Sometimes they will need to shake the dust off their shoes and move 
on. When that happens, don’t worry so much about how others respond. Focus instead on being 
faithful in our own lives. Efraîn Augusto suggests that these two stories of rejection and sending out 
“link the limited perspectives of Jesus by people who should know him best with the unlimited 
potential of his new inner circle, even though up to now they too have misunderstood the meaning 
of Jesus’ ministry.”2  

Every one of us along the way has questioned whether we have what it takes to be faithful.  
We know what it feels like to be overlooked and maybe picked last of all, but the Gospel today 
proclaims that with God we have unlimited resources. As Barbara Brown Taylor writes, “Every one 
of us has a shipwreck or two in our past, and every one of us has days—maybe even whole years—
when we are short, weak, insecure, and tactless. 

“The good news is that none of that disqualifies us from serving God. On the contrary, those 
things belong on our list of credentials, because the fact that the church survives with people like us 
in charge is the surest proof in the world that Christ is alive and well and dwelling in us. How else 
could we have endured, either as individuals or as a people? God’s grace is sufficient for us.”3 

The church is the community where everyone gets chosen with enthusiasm, not so much 
because you can run the bases or hit the ball, but because God can make something of us all. In the 
church we celebrate God’s abundance. God’s grace is sufficient for us all. 
 
 
Let us pray: Gracious God, thank you for all the ways that you make us strong when we are weak, that 
you make us whole when we are broken, that you bring us life in the midst of death. Touch us with 
your grace. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.  

 
2 Efraîn Agosto, Exegetical Perspective, Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 3: Pentecost and Season after Pentecost 
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