
 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Welcome to Calvary! We invite you to pray and dance in whatever way the Spirit might move 
you this morning. You'll notice there are things printed in BOLD throughout the bulletin.  
Those are your parts. Although we will not be singing together, we invite you to join your 
voices with us in prayer and praise.  
 
Please wear your mask while inside the building and maintain a distance of at least 
six feet from those who are not a part of your household.  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CENTERING MOMENT   
 

We use this time to center ourselves in worship. 
The lighting of the candles symbolizes God’s presence among us.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE    
       

The world says, “All is lost.”  
God says, “All is loved.”  
The darkness says, “The light is dying.”  
The light says, “The fire is catching.”  
Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.”  
Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.”  
 
As we light our first Advent candle,  
we pray for holy hope of God.  
Come now, O Child of Mary.  
Come now, O Prince of Hope.  

 
   
 



 
 
HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Verse 1)              Blue #9 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)   
 

Lord, open our hearts and minds 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that as the scriptures are read 
and your Word is proclaimed, 
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING  1  Samuel 2:1-10 
 

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 

 
The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  

 

  



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING   Luke 21:25-36 
 

25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint 
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ 
with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up 
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as 
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 
have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
 
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape 
all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 
 
SERMON        Happy New Year?             Sara Snowden
  
  



A TIME FOR REFLECTION       The Days Are Surely Coming   

 
Text © 2011 David Gambrell. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-734337. All Rights Reserved. 

 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 (Feel free to pray in any version or language you like.) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen.  

 
HYMN  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                      Blue #8 
 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates, 
Behold, the King of glory waits; 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here! 

2 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven's employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

3 Redeemer, come! I open wide 
My heart to Thee: here, Lord, abide. 
Let me Thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION       
 
POSTLUDE  
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 We invite you to greet each other outside the church. 
 
OFFERING  

Please leave your offering in one of our offering plates located by the door 
or visit our website, or use your cell phone to scan this barcode to make a 
gift.  
 
 
 
 



We welcome Sara Snowden today to the pulpit. Sara is a graduate of The College of Wooster 
in Wooster, OH, and received her M.Div. from Lancaster Theological Seminary earlier this 
year. She is certified-ready to receive a call within the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
currently serves as the Congregational Care Coordinator for Central Presbyterian Church in 
Downingtown, PA. Sara and her husband, Chip, share their Wilmington home with their 
rescue cats, Andre and Ginny. 
 

 
 
 

Meeting of the Congregation 

 
December 5, 2021 

 
Following Worship 

Beginning at approximately 11:00am 
 
 

To consider the recommendation of Session 
That the Rev. Thomas G. Speers III 

Be called as pastor of Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Effective January 1, 2022 

 
Tom has been serving as Designated Pastor  

with a term that would have ended on April 30.  
This simply will change his call to be the pastor, not designated pastor. 

 
The congregation will also vote on changes in the financial terms of call. 

 
 
 

  



CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
701 S. MARYLAND AVENUE 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19804 
302-944-4044 

info@calvarypcusa.org 
 
 

LEADING THE SERVICE 
 

Sara Snowden, Guest Preacher 
Barbara Cronin, Organist 

Elder Mark Warrington, Reader 
 
 
 

FLOWERS 
 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God 
in thankfulness for the season by Gail Graham 

 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT TRACING 
 

In this time of COVID-19, we ask for the name and email 
address or phone number of any visitors so we can contact you in the event 

of a COVID-19 concern arising. 
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