
 
2nd Sunday in Advent 

December 5, 2021 
 

 

 

Welcome to Calvary! We invite you to pray and dance in whatever way the Spirit might move 
you this morning. You'll notice there are things printed in BOLD throughout the bulletin.  
Those are your parts. Although we will not be singing together, we invite you to join your 
voices with us in prayer and praise. Please wear your mask while inside the building and 
maintain a distance of at least six feet from those who are not a part of your 
household.  

We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today. For those at home, we encourage you to 
have bread and juice on hand so that you may participate. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CENTERING MOMENT   
 

We use this time to center ourselves in worship. 
The lighting of the candles symbolizes God’s presence among us.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES      

A voice cries out in the wilderness:  
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”  
A choir sings in the silence,  
“Come, Emmanuel.”  
Every valley shall be filled.  
Every heart shall be made whole,  
for peace is stronger than turmoil,  
and love is louder than hate.  
 
As we light our second Advent candle,  
we pray for the holy peace of God.  
Come now, O Child of Mary.  
Come now, O Prince of Peace.   



HYMN  O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Verse 3)          Grey #133 

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Cleansing God, 
we hear the call to repentance, but we struggle to respond. 
A voice tells us to turn around, but we prefer our own ways. 
You seek to purify us in love, but we constantly elude your searching hand. 
Our sin leads us in other directions, away from you, away from life. 
Look with mercy upon us. 
Clear a place within us so that something new might be born, 
something that might return us to the way you have shown us in Jesus Christ. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
RESPONSE  My Heart Shall Sing 

 
 Text and Music arr. © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under 
One License #A-734337. All Rights Reserved. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)    
 

God of hope, who never lets us go, 
draw near to us in these ancient words. 
By your Holy Spirit may we be filled, 
lifted up, and leveled 
as you prepare in our hearts 
the path of your coming. Amen. 

 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 1:3-11 
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced 
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise 
of God. 

The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 

  



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 3:1-6 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

The Word of the Lord, thanks be to God.  
 
SERMON     Confident Preparations               Tom Speers
  
A TIME FOR REFLECTION    Prepare the Way    Blue #13 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 

 
CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

     The prayers continue… 
  



THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 (Feel free to pray in any version or language you like.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

  
SHARING BREAD AND CUP    
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison) 

God, our Provision, we rejoice that you satisfy our needs. 
By your presence in this meal you have fed us and strengthened us, 
as a mother nourishes her baby. 
In this waiting season fill us with hopeful expectation 
that we may see the signs of your kingdom all around us 
and rejoice in your coming salvation and glory. Amen. 

 
HYMN Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice    Blue #409        

1 Wild and lone the prophet's voice 
Echoes through the desert still, 
Calling us to make a choice, 
Bidding us to do God's will: 
"Turn from sin and be baptized; 
Cleanse your heart and mind and soul. 
Quitting all the sins you prized, 
Yield your life to God's control. 

2 "Bear the fruit repentance sows: 
Lives of justice, truth, and love. 
Trust no other claim than those; 
Set your heart on things above. 
Soon the Lord will come in power, 
Burning clean the threshing floor: 
Then will flames the chaff devour; 
Wheat alone shall fill God's store.

3 With such preaching stark and bold 
John proclaimed salvation near, 
And his timeless warnings hold 
Words of hope to all who hear. 
So we dare to journey on, 
Led by faith through ways untrod, 
Till we come at last like John 
To behold the Lamb of God. 

Text: © 1989, Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-
734337. All Rights Reserved. 



CHARGE & BENEDICTION       
 
POSTLUDE  
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 We invite you to greet each other outside the church. 
 
OFFERING  
 
Please leave your offering in one of our offering plates located by the 
door or visit our website, or use your cell phone to scan this barcode 
to make a gift.  
 

 
 
  

Meeting of the Congregation 
Following our Worship Today 

 
To consider the recommendation of Session 

That the Rev. Thomas G. Speers III 
Be called as pastor of Calvary Presbyterian Church 

Effective January 1, 2022 
 

Tom has been serving as Designated Pastor  
with a term that would have ended on April 30.  

This simply will change his call to be the pastor, not designated pastor 
and allow him to continue at Calvary after April 30. 

 
The congregation will also vote on changes in the financial terms of call. 

 
 
 
 
 

Following the Congregational Meeting, we will be decorating the church. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 

 

There will be poinsettias available to place in the Sanctuary in memory or honor of 
loved ones.   

 
There will be 4" pots for $8.95 and 6" pots for $15.00. 

 
 

If you wish to place a poinsettia please see Gail Graham before Dec. 15. 
  



 
 

CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
701 S. MARYLAND AVENUE 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19804 
302-944-4044 

info@calvarypcusa.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Leading the Service 
 

The Rev. Thomas G. Speers, III, Pastor 
Barbara Cronin, Organist 
Elder Ken Jones, Reader 

 
 

FLOWERS 
 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God 
 by Charmane and Bob Engle  

in celebration of their 60th wedding anniversary.   
 
 
 

CONTACT TRACING 
 

In this time of COVID-19, we ask for the name and email 
address or phone number of any visitors so we can contact you in the event 

of a COVID-19 concern arising. 
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